Question

Passage

This passage is from a 2019 novel. The narrator is reflecting on a time when she was about ten years
old. A ham (amateur) radio is a device for exchanging messages and requires a license to operate.

(1) One day, my father brought home a pile of the parts needed to build a ham radio and asked if |
wanted to help him put it together. (2) It took us a week, and we built it at our kitchen table, which
meant that for that week we ate dinner on our laps in our living room.

(3) After dinner, my father went straight to the kitchen table where he'd left a mess of wire and
cables and vacuum tubes, and got to work. (4) | started by helping my mother clean up, but then |
went over to him, leaning over the part of the radio he was working on to study the diagrams and
assembly instructions.

(5) Once the receiver was built, we took it into the garage and built a simple transmitter. (6) Then we
studied for the radio license, quizzing each other on Morse code' and electrical principles and radio
wave characteristics every night. (7) My father already knew all of it from the war. (8) He'd been a
radio operator as a soldier, and he told me how radio waves could go far, far out into space and how a



